
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - WESTERN AREA REVIEW 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) is committed to providing optimum 
learning environments for students in a way that ensures equity of access within 
sustainable resources.  

The Ministry of Education has been clear that school districts will continue to see a 
reduction in the funding that is tied directly to maintaining excess pupil space.  When 
funding and enrolment are misaligned, the costs of empty pupil spaces negatively 
impact all students as resources cannot be maximized to support student learning.  To 
achieve that goal, the Board has undertaken a five year Pupil Accommodation Review 
Plan which includes most areas of the District. A multi-year student learning and 
accommodation plan provides an opportunity to review, reconsider and, where needed, 
recreate better learning environments for students.  The adoption of this plan and the 
background studies which support it, provide the rationale upon which all reviews will be 
based. 

The Western Area Pupil Accommodation Review is scheduled to begin in September, 
2016 and encompasses the following 26 schools (22 elementary; 4 secondary): 

Bell High School Family of Schools 

Bayshore Public School 
Bell High School 
Bells Corners Public School 
D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School
Lakeview Public School

Sir Robert Borden High School 
Family of Schools 

Briargreen Public School 
Churchill Alternative School 
Grant Alternative School 
Greenbank Middle School 
Knoxdale Public School 
Leslie Park Public School 
Manordale Public School 
Sir Robert Borden High School 

Merivale High Schools Family of 
Schools 

Carleton Heights Public School 
Century Public School 
Meadowlands Public School 
Merivale High School 
Sir Winston Churchill Public School 

Woodroffe High School Family of 
Schools 

Agincourt Road Public School 
D. Roy Kennedy Public School
J.H. Putman School
Pinecrest Public School
Regina Street Public School
Severn Avenue Public School
Woodroffe Avenue Public School
Woodroffe High School

All aspects of the programs and services delivered in these school communities have 
been reviewed to determine how best to realign resources to provide wider program 
opportunities for students, better access to programs of choice and facilities that are in 
better condition to support learning.  To achieve this goal, school consolidations, school 
closures, program relocations and facility enhancements have been proposed. 
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Currently the Western Area (as defined for the review) has 3,837 excess pupil spaces.  
The staff proposal reduces the excess pupil space by 2,074 pupil places and brings the 
overall utilization in the area to a factor of 85%. 

Recommendations Summary 

The preliminary proposals change the grade structure of 3 of 4 secondary schools to 
offer Grades 7-12.  Middle schools have been recommended for closure, as have 
smaller single track schools.  The proposed geographic distribution of programs places 
the highest-demand programming in the facilities that can best meet this need; this 
sometimes means changing the program offering at an entire school.  Where program 
numbers have been low, consolidations have been recommended. 

To effect these changes a number of detailed recommendations are required to be 
approved and these recommendations are outlined in the “Recommendations by Family 
of Schools” section following this summary.  A high level summary of recommended 
changes is as follows: 

 Bell High School would become a Grade  7-12 school;

 D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School would close;

 Bells Corners Public School, Lakeview Public School and Bayshore Public School 
would become Grades K-6 schools, with Bells Corners PS offering EFI, Lakeview 
PS offering ENG and MFI and Bayshore PS offering ENG;

 Sir Robert Borden High School would become a Grade 7-12 school;

 Greenbank Middle School would close;

 Leslie Park Public School would close and its students would attend Briargreen 
Public School;

 Grant Public School would close and its alternative students would attend 
Churchill Public School;

 The Middle French Immersion boundary (currently directed to Knoxdale
PS/Greenbank PS bounded by Baseline Road, The Queensway, Woodroffe 
Avenue and Greenbank Road would be directed to D. Roy Kennedy PS and 
would become part of the Woodroffe Family of Schools;

 Merivale High School would become a Grade 7-12 school and (upon certification) 
would offer the West End International Baccalaureate Program;

 Century Public School would close and its students would attend either Carleton 
Heights Public School or Meadowlands Public School depending on place of 
residence;

 Regina Street Public School would close and its students would attend D. Roy 
Kennedy Public School;

 JH Putman Public School would close and its English students would attend 
Pinecrest Public School and its Early French Immersion program students would 
attend either Agincourt Road Public School or Woodroffe Avenue Public School, 
depending  on place of residence;

 Agincourt Road Public School and Woodroffe Public School would become K-8 
schools; and 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - WESTERN AREA REVIEW 

 Severn Avenue Public School would become an EFI centre for immersion 
students, the Woodroffe Elementary School French Immersion boundary would 
be changed and the current Severn ENG students would attend Pinecrest Public 
School or D. Roy Kennedy Public School depending on place of residence. 

The final recommendations brought forward after the consultation period will also 
include specific language reflecting staff’s intent to recommend the grandfathering of 
younger siblings of current older students with the provision that the grade offering and 
program of choice remain at the same school. There is no intent to repatriate students 
attending schools on approved transfer to their home school; rather these students 
would be permitted to follow their cohort to the newly-designated school.   Transfer 
students will continue to be considered as cross-boundary for the purposes of 
transportation eligibility. 

In cases where students are directed to more than one school, transfer students would 
generally be directed to the school closest to their home address. 

Planning Transitions 

The decision to close or restructure a school can profoundly affect students and 
parents.  Where changes occur, transitions are planned in a sensitive manner that is 
supportive of school communities. The transition process will provide parents and 
students with the opportunity for positive visioning of a new school experience and will 
be planned and implemented in collaboration with parents/guardians, students, school 
staff, board staff and senior administration through a school level transition committee 
structure. The Student Learning and Accommodation Planning Transitions Planning 
Guidelines (Appendix B) provide the framework that will facilitate the change process. 

One of the purposes of the planned consultation process with the Advisory Review 
Committee and the public is to seek advice on implementation issues.  Two 
implementation issues to be considered are the potential change of school attendance 
boundaries and student enrolment entitlement in schools/programs that change 
location.  Following the consultation period, final recommendations will include a 
comprehensive listing of all of the needed boundary changes to facilitate the 
recommendations.  All proposed changes are reflected in the boundary maps included 
in each family of school’s proposal. 

Human Resources 

The closure of schools or consolidations of programs impact all staff within those 
schools.  The transition for staff must be planned in a sensitive, consistent and 
thoughtful manner which is consistent and appropriate to the specific school situation.  
The Human Resources Guiding Principles: School Accommodation Reviews document 
(Appendix C) provides the framework which will be used to facilitate changes in staffing 
assignments. 
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Facility Upgrades 

In some cases, the proposals for change include facility enhancements.  Changes in the 
Western Area Accommodation Review include some building enhancements but no 
major renovations projects are planned. The proposed work could be funded through 
school Consolidation capital provided by the Ministry of Education.  If this is not 
forthcoming, the use of Facilities Renewal and School Improvement Funding will be 
required. 

By reducing excess pupil spaces, we also reduce our overall footprint that needs to be 
heated, cooled, lit and otherwise maintained. This allows us to better reallocate the 
dollars available for maintenance and facilities renewal. As decisions are made on 
which buildings to retain or dispose of in an area, the district can move ahead with much 
more confidence with major investments in the building that will impact the learning 
environment 
 

Financial Implications 

From a financial perspective, the proposed plan will result in changes to staffing 
levels.  For example, the closure of a school means the reduction of certain positions 
that are not directly connected to enrolment and therefore may be eliminated or 
redeployed.  This includes school administrator positions, school office and technicians, 
EAs and some teaching positions.  In addition, the grade and program reconfigurations 
may result in further efficiencies in terms of staff deployment of teaching and other 
support positions.  Further information will be provided once staff has an opportunity to 
further analyze the staffing implications based on the proposed reconfigured plan.    

City of Ottawa Consultation 

The OCDSB has discussed its plan for ongoing accommodations review with its 
municipal partners in a number of different forums.  Formally, the OCDSB along with the 
3 other publically-funded school boards in the City of Ottawa met to discuss, in broad 
terms,  partnership opportunities and facility plans on April 27, 2016.  Notice of this 
accommodation review has been sent to the City of Ottawa and all Community 
Associations listed on the City of Ottawa website. Further meetings will be scheduled to 
provide updated information and seek input as the area reviews progress. 

Transportation 

The density of school-aged population, particularly in established neighbourhoods, 
results in the fact that programs of choice or need may not be offered at the school that 
is located closest to home for some students. 

To create more dynamic and successful learning environments for our students many 
components need to be balanced.  So while initial decisions may close a small more 
walkable facility for a smaller number of current students, our goal is to create more 
vibrant learning settings in schools with sustainable enrolment and facilities.  Resources 
can be focused, program choice distributed more equitably, and some stability in our 
long term capital planning can be achieved; all of which benefit student outcomes.  This 
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may mean that in some instances, more students would require bussing to their school 
instead of the ability to walk.  
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Summary 

The proposed changes for the Western Area Pupil Accommodation Review will result in 
greater program opportunities for students that will enhance their individual learning 
experiences within sustainable resources. 

The following is a listing of the detailed recommendations by Family of Schools.  
There may still be additional recommendations added for the final report based 
on consultation results (i.e. grandfathering of students, etc.) 

The following are the major proposals for changes in the Western Area Pupil 
Accommodation Review: 

Bell High School Family 

A. THAT Bell High School become a Grade 7 to 12 secondary school effective 
September 2017. 

B. THAT D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School be closed and that its Grade 7 and 
8 students be relocated to Bell High School effective September 2017. 

C. THAT Bayshore Public School continue to be a single track English Program 
school but keeps its Grade 6 students and expands to a Junior Kindergarten to 
Grade 6 structure. 

D. THAT the Bells Corners Public School become an Early French Immersion 
program school with students relocated from Lakeview Public School for 
September 2017. 

E. THAT Early French Immersion program students attending Lakeview Public 
School in 2016-2017 be relocated to the Bells Corners Public School site for 
September 2017. 

F. THAT the Lakeview Public School become an English and Middle French 
Immersion program school with students relocated from Bells Corners Public 
School for September 2017. 

G. THAT English and Middle French Immersion program students attending Bells 
Corners Public School in 2016-2017 be relocated to the Lakeview Public School 
site for September 2017. 

H. THAT Grade 5 students attending both Bells Corners Public School and 
Lakeview Public School in 2016-2017 remain for Grade 6 and be relocated to 
their respective new school buildings with fellow students.  Both of these schools 
would expand to a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6 structure. 

I. THAT the D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School Developmental Disabilities 
(DD) program class serving intermediate division students be relocated to Bell 
High School effective September 2017. 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - WESTERN AREA REVIEW 

J. THAT the D. Aubrey Moodie Intermediate School Developmental Disabilities 
(DD) program class serving junior division students be relocated to Roch Carrier 
Elementary School. 
 

K. THAT the Bells Corners Public School Language Learning Disabilities (LLD) 
program classes be relocated to the Lakeview Public School building effective 
September 2017. 

Sir Robert Borden High School Family 

A. THAT Sir Robert Borden High School become a Grade 7 to 12 secondary school 
effective September 2017. 

B. THAT Leslie Park Public School be closed and that its English program students 
be relocated to Briargreen Public School effective September 2017. 

C. THAT Greenbank Middle School be closed and that its Grade 7 and 8 students 
be relocated to Sir Robert Borden High School effective September 2017. 

D. THAT Grant Alternative School be closed and that its students be relocated to 
Churchill Alternative School effective September 2017. 

E. THAT Knoxdale Public School’s Middle French Immersion program attendance 
boundary bounded by Baseline Road to the south, Woodroffe Avenue to the 
east, Highway 417 to the north, and the former municipal boundary to the west, 
be redirected to D. Roy Kennedy Public School for September 2017.  Existing 
students will be able to finish out at designated schools. 

F. THAT Greenbank Middle School’s Middle French Immersion program attendance 
boundary bounded by Baseline Road to the south, Woodroffe Avenue to the 
east, Highway 417 to the north, and the former municipal boundary to the west, 
be redirected to D. Roy Kennedy Public School for September 2017.  Existing 
students will be able to finish out at designated schools. 

G. THAT the two Leslie Park Public School Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
program classes be relocated to Briargreen Public School effective September 
2017. 
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Merivale High School Family 

A. THAT Merivale High School become a Grade 7 to 12 secondary school effective 
September 2017. 

B. THAT a new International Baccalaureate (IB) program be introduced at Merivale 
High School and that the program be phased in to the school beginning with 
Grade 9 students in September 2018 further to the approval of program 
certification that will generally serve the west half of the district as established by 
boundary. 

C. THAT Century Public School be closed effective September 2017 and that its 
English program students be relocated to either Carleton Heights Public School 
or Meadowlands Public School, depending upon place of residence. 

D. THAT Grade 7 and 8 students attending Sir Winston Churchill Public School be 
relocated to Merivale High School effective September 2017. 

E. THAT Grade 7 and 8 students attending Carleton Heights Public School be 
relocated to Merivale High School effective September 2017. 

F. THAT the portion of Brookfield High School’s attendance area bounded by 
Baseline Road to the north, Fisher Avenue to the west, and the Rideau River to 
the south and east, be phased out of the school and into Merivale High School 
beginning with Grade 9 students for September 2017. 

G. THAT the portion of Glebe Collegiate Institute’s attendance area which is 
contained within the existing Carleton Heights PS Grade 7-8 English boundary 
be phased out of the school and into Merivale High School beginning with Grade 
9 students for September 2017. 

H. THAT the Century Public School Language Learning Disabilities (LLD) program 
class be relocated to Carleton Heights Public School effective September 2017. 

I. THAT the Sir Winston Churchill Public School Dual Support Program (DSP) class 
be relocated to D. Roy Kennedy Public School effective September 2017. 

J. THAT the Carleton Heights Public School Developmental Disabilities (DD) 
program class serving intermediate division students be relocated to Bell High 
School effective September 2017. 

K. THAT the Carleton Heights Public School Developmental Disabilities (DD) 
program class serving junior division students be relocated to Roch Carrier 
Elementary School. 
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Woodroffe High School Family 

A. THAT Regina Street Public School be closed and that its English program 

students be relocated to D. Roy Kennedy Public School effective September 

2017. 

B. THAT J.H. Putman Public School be closed effective September 2017, and that 

its English program students be relocated to Pinecrest Public School and its 

Early French Immersion program students to either Agincourt Road Public 

School or Woodroffe Avenue Public School, dependent upon place of residence. 

C. THAT Agincourt Road Public School receive grade 6, 7, and 8 EFI students from 

J.H. Putman Public School and expand to a JK to 8 grade structure effective 

September 2017. 

D. THAT English program students at Agincourt Road Public School be relocated to 

Pinecrest Public School effective September 2017. 

E. THAT Woodroffe Avenue Public School receive grade 7 and 8 EFI students from 

J.H. Putman Public School and expand to a JK to 8 grade structure effective 

September 2017. 

F. THAT Severn Avenue Public School’s English program students be relocated to 

either Pinecrest Public School or D. Roy Kennedy Public School effective 

September 2017, dependent upon place of residence. 

G. THAT Severn Avenue Public School become a JK to 6 EFI program school by 

introducing the program beginning with JK to Grade 3 students at Woodroffe 

Avenue Public School in 2016-2017 being relocated  to the school for September 

2017. 

H. THAT the Regina Street Public School Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) program 

class be relocated to D. Roy Kennedy Public School effective September 2017. 

I. THAT the J.H. Putman Public School Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) program 

class be relocated to Agincourt Road Public School effective September 2017. 

J. THAT the J.H. Putman Public School Behaviour Intervention Program (BIP) class 

be relocated to Agincourt Road Public School effective September 2017. 

K. Following the consultation period with school communities, the general public 

and the established area Accommodation Review Committee, a final report with 

recommendations will come back to the Board for final decision making on 01 

March, 2017. 


